120 May Avenue

Col. Samuel Keefer and his wife, Eliza ]., came to this area in 1885 as
house guests of the William Monroe family at “The Oaks” before there even
was a Town of Monrovia. When the new community was formed in the spring
of 1886, Col. Keefer invested heavily in real estate, and was responsible for
building the Grand View Hotel, an elegant Queen Anne style structure that
stood where the Monrovia City Hall is today. Col. Keefer was joined in his real
estate activities by his son, John S. Keefer. Among other properties, the
Keefers purchased from E.J. “Lucky” Baldwin Lots 69, 70, 74, and 75 of the
Santa Anita Tract, formerly part of Rancho Santa Anita. By May of 1887, a
portion of Lot 70 had been subdivided as the Oak Grove Subdivision, named
for the beautiful native oak trees that covered the land. The subdivision
consisted of 51 residential lots and was bounded by Charlotte Avenue, named
for Col. Keefer’s daughter, on the east, White Oak Avenue on the south, and Ivy
Avenue on the west. Charlotte Avenue is now Canyon Blvd. and White Oak
Avenue is now Foothill Blvd. Even though sales in the new subdivision were
brisk, many years were to elapse before substantial development of the
residential lots took place.

Prominent in the development of May Avenue in the early 1900’s were
the Tifal Brothers, Charles and Gustave. The firm specialized in the design and
construction of fine homes in the Craftsman Style, and examples of their work
are to be found throughout Monrovia, especially in the Wild Rose Tract. Early
in 1913 the Tifals built the houses at 115 and 116 May Avenue. The following
year they purchased the two lots north of 116 May Avenue and, on April 8,
1914, a building permit was issued to the Tifal Brothers for a new house to be
constructed at 120 May Avenue. $4,800 was the permit value for the new
construction. For some reason the Tifals found it necessary to sell the
property prior to the completion of the house. The new owner was Letha L.
Storrow, who also purchased 124 May Avenue. An additional building permit
was issued on June 10, 1915 for the completion of the residence. $1,500 was
the permit value for the completion, making $6,300 the total cost of the house-
-a significant price for the period. Letha Storrow apparently purchased both




houses as an investment, since there is no evidence that she ever lived in
Monrovia. She was living in Pasadena in 1920, and perhaps she was living
there earlier when she made her Monrovia purchases.

The earliest record of a resident in the house appears in the April, 1918
Monrovia Telephone Directory, where J.W. Thomas is listed at 120 May
Avenue. The following year Mrs. Clara S. Black and her son Lewis P. Black
were living in the house. Clara Black was the widow of G.W. Black, an early
Monrovia grocer, and Lewis Black served as the Monrovia City Clerk from
1917 until 1928. The Black family, however, only rented the house. It was
purchased in 1920 as a retirement home by Charles and Ella Culver, who came
to Monrovia from Clarence, Missouri with their unmarried daughter and only
child, Mertie M. Culver. The Culver purchase began the first period of long
ownership. Charles Culver passed away in the house on May 27, 1928. He is
buried at Live Oak Cemetery. Ella Culver continued to live in the house with
her daughter, Mertie, until advancing years made a change of residence
necessary. Ella Culver died at the Civic Old People’s Home in Hollywood on
August 11, 1940 at the age of 90. She is buried next to her husband at Live
Oak Cemetery. Mertie Culver presumably inherited the house from her
mother, but there is no further record of her living in Monrovia after 1939.

When the Monrovia City Directory for 1944 was compiled, Verl Murray
and his wife Davena were residents of 120 May Avenue. Verl Murray was a
beloved teacher and coach at Monrovia High School for over forty years. The
Murrays resided in the house briefly and rented it. 0. Edward Blomgren and
his wife, Victoria, purchased the house circa 1945, and the second long period
of ownership began. The Blomgrens had come to Southern California from the
Chicago area in 1944. The Blomgren children--Charles, Joan, Elaine, and
Lorna--grew to maturity in the house, and Victoria Blomgren continued to
make it her home after her husband’s death on September 8, 1952. His final
resting place is also Live Oak Cemetery. After over twenty years of ownership,
Victoria Blomgren and her second husband, Kurt James, sold the house to
Athol Raymond Bolin and his wife, Barbara. The Bolins were residents of the
house when the last Monrovia City Directory was compiled in 1971.




- The present owners purchased the house in May of 1987. During their
ownership, significant restoration has taken place: the distinctive fireplace
was rebuilt with the assistance of a grant from the Monrovia Old House
Preservation Group, the missing built-in buffet in the dining room was
recreated, and aluminum windows in the rear of the house, installed by a
previous owner, were replaced with windows authentic to the style of the
house. The interior has been enhanced with fine Craftsman style furniture.
The house was designated Historic Landmark Number 43 by the City of
Monrovia on September 10, 2002.

new community was formed in the spring of 1886,



110 May Ave
Owner Information

Bill and Sandi Deets

357-9936

Owned since 1988 (Recording date 05/29/1987)

Grants received: rebuilt fireplace

Landmarked: September 2002

Legal Description

Oak Grove Subdivision, being a part of Lot 70 Santa Anita Tract, Lot 34

Permit Information

Building Permit: 04/08/1914

Owner: Tifal Bros.
Contractor: Tifal Bros. Investment Co.
Value: $4,800

Building Permit: 06/10/1915

Owner: Letha L. Storrow
Contractor: Tifal Bros.
Value: $,1500

Finish residence

Note for 124 May Avenue:
Building Permit: 06/10/1915

Owner: Letha L. Storrow
Contractor: Tifal Bros.
Value: $2,400

Finish residence
United States Federal Census

1900 Clay Township, Shelby County, Missouri (Married 27 years; 1
child, 1 living)

1920 Clarence, Shelby County, Missouri

1920 Pasadena, Los Angeles, California Storrow, Samuel 56 and Storrow,
Letha L 35

1930 Los Angeles, Los Angeles, California Storrow, Letha Lewis 45

California State Death Index

Culver Charles M Spouse EA 78 Los Angeles County 05/27/28

Culver Ella 05/20/1850 FLN: Balcom New York Los Angeles 08/11/1940 90
years

Culver Mertie M 01/08/1874 Missouri Los Angeles 11/22/1966 92 years
Blomgren, Oscar Edward 05/20/1897 Illinois Los Angeles County
09/08/1952

Live Oak Cemetery

Culver, Charles M. 1850-1928
Culver, Ella 1850-1940

Monrovia Telephone Directories



August 1915 No Record

July 1917 No Record

April 1918 Thomas, J.W.

February 1919 Black, Mrs. G.W. 120 May Ave.
January 1920 Black, Mrs. G.W. 120 May Ave.
January 1921 Culver, Mrs. C. 120 May Avenue
January 1922 Culver, Mrs. C. 120 May Avenue

Monrovia City Directories

1916-1917 No record

1919-1920 Black, Clara librarian Christian Science Library h
Black, Lewis P city clerk r

1922-1923 Culver, Charles M (Ella) h
Culver, Mertie M r

1923 Culver, Charles (Ella) h
Culver, Mertie M. r

1924 Culver, Charles M (Ella) h
Culver, Mertie r

1925 Culver, Charles M (Ella) h
Culver, Mertie r

1927 Culver, Charles M (Ella) h
Culver, Mertie r

1928 Culver, Charles M (Ella) h
Culver, Mertie r

1930 Culver, Ella (wid C M) h (o)

Culver, Mertie r
1931-1932 Culver, Ella (wid Chas) h (o)
Culver, Mertie r

1935 Culver, Ella (wid Chas) h (o)
Culver, Mertie M r

1937 Culver, Ella (wid Chas) h (o)
Culver, Mertie M r

1939 Culver, Ella (wid Chas) h (o)
Culver, Mertie M r

1944 Murray, Verl (Davena) tchr Pub Sch

1948 Blomgren, O Edward (Victoria H) h

Blomgren, Victoria H tel opr CW&TCo

1953-1954 Blomgren, Victoria H (wid Edw) clk Wild Rose School (o)
Blomgren, Charles E USN
Blomgren Joan L studt

1955 Blomgren, Victoria H (wid Edw) clk Bd of Educ (o)
1958 Blomgren, Victoria H (wid Edw) clk Wild Rose School (o)
Blomgren Joan L studt
1959 Blomgren, Victoria H (wid Edw) clk Wild Rose School (o)
1961 James, Kurt (Victoria) gdnr
1963 James, Kurt (Victoria) gdnr
1965 Mulder, James (Joan L Blomgren) missionary
1966 James, Kurt (Victoria)
1967 Bolin, Raymond (Barbara) emp S P Co h
Bolin, Joy studt r
1968 Bolin, Athol (Barbara) truck driver h (o)
Bolin, Joy studt r
1970 Bolin, Athol (Barbara) truck driver h (o)

Bolin, Joy studt r
1971 Bolin, Athol (Barbara) truck driver h (o)



Bolin, Joy studt r
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What You Eat?
THEN COME TO
— STOWE'S —
A fine home cooked meal -
with dessert and coffee

25¢ and 35¢

BREAKFAST, -LUNCH- -and -
DINNER SERVICE ‘

’ Open 7 A. M. to 7 P. M.

H.H. Stowe Cc.

601 S. Myrtleﬁ
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